An investigation on rheumatoid factor of different immunoglobulin classes in hepatitis B virus carriers.
Rheumatoid factor (RF) is known to be present very frequently in HB virus carriers. When RF was assayed in 140 asymptomatic carriers by agglutination method, 20.0% were found to be positive, whereas 2.7% in the controls (p less than 0.01). ELISA for detection of RF isotypes showed RF in carriers to be almost IgMRF only. IgMRF showed a tendency to react more readily to human IgG rather than to rabbit IgG. The incidence of IgMRF positivity was higher among anti-HBe antibody-positive carriers than among anti-HBe antibody negative ones, but the difference between the two populations was not significant. However, the incidence of IgMRF positivity in the group showing hepatic dysfunctions was found to be significantly higher than in the group with normal hepatic functions.